
CALDWELL COUNTY, TEXAS
DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER
PROHIBITION OF OUTDOOR BURNING

WHEREAS, Section $418. 108 of the Local Government Code provides that the County Judge

can declare a slate of Local Disaster within the county) and order, may prohibit outdoor burning
in the unincorporated area of the county when he finds that circumstances present in all or part

of the unincorporated area of the county create a public safety hazard that would be exacerbated

by outdoor burning and,

WHEREAS, the County Judge does find that circumstances present in all of the unincorporated
area ofthe county create a public safety hazard that could be exacerbated by outdoor burning:

BE IT THEREFORE ORDERED, that the following emergency regulations are hereby

established for all unincorporated areas of Caldwell County, Texas that are not subject to public

orvnership or ster,r'ardship for the duration of thc above mentioned declaration:

Action Prohibited:
(a) A person violates this order if he/she burns a combustible material outside

of an enclosure, which serves to contain all flame and,/or sparks, or orders

such burning by others.
(b) A person violates this order if he /she engages in any activity outdoors

r,vhich could allow flames or sparks that could result in a fire, unless done

in an enclosure designed to protect the spread of fire, or orders such

activities by others.

Enforcement:
(a) Upon notification of suspected outdoor burning the tire department assigned

shall respond to the scene and take immediate measures to contain or

extinguish the fire.
(b) If requested by a fire offrcial, a duly commissioned peace officer, rvhen

available, shall be notified and sent to the scene to investigate the nature of
the fire.

(c) If, in the opinion of the officer investigating and the fire official, the goal of
this order can be obtained by informing the responsible party about the

prohibitions established by this order the officer may at his discretion notif,i
the parfy about the provisions of this order and request compliance with it, or

issueacitationfor: @.
Therefore it is in accordance with Local Govemment Code 352.08 I, a

violation of this order is a class C Misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to

exceed $500.00.

This Order does not prohibit prescribed fire(s) conducted in compliance rvith guidelines

set forth by federal or state natural resource agencies and conducted by a prescribed

burn manager certified under Section 153.048 Nafural Resources Code, and meets

the standards of Section 153.041 . Narural Resources Code, burned under a burn plan

approved by such agencies, or outdoor burning activities related to public health and
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safety that arc authorized by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for:

(a) Firefighter training
(b) Public utility, natural gas pipeline or mining operations
(c) Planting or harvesting ofagricultural crops

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an exemption be hereby granted for a bona fide commercial
land clearing business, allowing said business to burn as long as all other provisions of the Order
and applicable laws and ordinances are adhered to as set forth herein, and contact is made and the
burning approved by the Caldwell County Emergency Management Coordinator at 1403
Blackjack St. Lockhart, TX at phone Number 512-398-1822, and receiving permission, prior to
any outdoor buming.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an exemption be hereby granted to those businesses where
welding is an essential function of the business, allowing welding operations to proceed as long
as the area ofvi,elding operations has been cleared ofvegetation for a distance ofno less than ten
( l0 ) feet in all directions, that there be a second capable person acting as a fire spotter with a

sufficient water source available to extinguish fires which may be ignited from stray sparks, and
only when all other provisions of the Order and applicable laws and ordinances are adhered to as

set forth herein.

BE IT ALSO ORDERED, that the purpose of this order is the mitigation of the hazard posed by
lvildfire during the term of the dry, weather by curtailing outdoor burning; which purpose is to be
taken into account in any enforcement action based upon this order.

This order'*.ill remain in effect until further notice.

IN WITNESS \\'HEREOF, I AFFIX MY SIGNATURE this, the 9th of April 2026.

Hoppy Judge

ATTEST:

County'Clerk


