
RULES OF PROCEDURE, CONDUCT, AND DECORUM AT MEETINGS
OF THE CALDWELL COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

All Regular. Special. Emergenc)'. and Executive Session Nleetings ofthe Caldrvell
Countl Commissioners Court l'ill be called and conducted in accordance rvith the
provisions of the Texas Open Meetines Act. Chapter 5 5 I . Govemmcnt Codc.

II

The Countl'Judge rral'grotlp routine items s'ithout controvers), together on
the C'ourt's Voting Session Agenda as "Consent henrs." s,hich items ma1,be
approved bl the Court on a single motion and vote.

il

Prior to consideration ofthe "Consent ltems" the Countv JLrdge. or
presiding member olthe Court. r ill honor any' request from an)'
Court Member that an itenr be removed t'rom the Consent Items and
separately considered b1' the Court.

Each Voting Session aeenda item ma1. atier discLrssion. be

designated as "Consent." ifappropriatc. and included in the consent
motion of the appropriate Voting Session. l.lorvever. an) single Court
lVlentber mav prcvent an itern tiom being included in the Voting
Session consent motion.

b. Items that are likell to be discusscd in Executive Session mav be grouped on
thc agenda u'ith an indication under rvhich provisions of the Texas Open
Meetinss Act the Executive Session lr ill be heard.

1

Regular. Special. and Emergencl, Meetings ofthe Caldlvell County Commissioners
Court are open to lhe public and to representatives ofthe press and media.
Executive Sessions of the Commissioners Court are not open to the public. the
press, or the media. and onll' those individuals expressll, requested or ordered to be
present are allorved to attend Executive Sessions.

III. The CaldrvellCounty Commissioners Court meets in Regular Session on the
second and lburth Thursdal's of each month. In order lor a matter or issue to
appear as an agenda item on the Agenda ofanl Regular Meeting ofthe
Conrnrissioners Court. a request must be subnritted rvith dre County Judge's
Oflice by 5:00 p.m. on the Tuesdav immediate 11, preceding the next Regular
Meeting ofthe Commissioners Coun. ln addition. the agenda item request must
be approved by at least one member ofthe Commissioners Coun or the County
Judge. Since these items ollen require revierv by the Commissioner or Judge it is
prudent to submit requests prior to Tuesday to ensure placement on the next
agenda.
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lY. The business of Caldsell C'ountr is crrndLrcted b1 and bctrrsen the nrembers ofthe Caldn'ell

Countl'Commissioners CoLrrt and hl those rnembe'rs of the countl'stafI elected of'llcials.
department hcads. consultants. experts. and/or members ofthe public rcquested to be prcsent

and participate. While the public is inrited to anend all meetings of the Commissioners

Court (except Executive Sessions) the public's participation therein is limited to that ol
observers unless a member (or members) of the public is requested to address the

Commissioners Court on a particular issue (or issues)or unless thc member (or membcrs) of
the public completes a Public Participation Form and Oath of Testimonl and submits same

lo the Count) Clerk before the stan ot'the meeting. A Public Participation Form and Oath of
-lestirnonl'nrust 

also be subnritted in order to address lhe Commissioners Court on any other
matter. No action rvill be taken during Citizerrs' Corrrnents. and no discussion rvill be had

bctrveen the speaker(s) and the members of the Court. 'l'he Court does retain the right to
coffect t'actual inaccuracies rrade b1 the speaker(s) during Citizens' Comnrents. A sample of
the Cukht:cll (ounlr ('onntissionat's ('orrt Puhlic'Put'ticip lion Fonrr isattached hereto as

"Exhibit A" and the Outlt ol Testinton.r is attached hereto as "Exhibit B."

Each member olthe public s,ho appears belore the Commissioners Court shall be limited
to a maximum of fbur (.1) minutes to make his/her remarks. Time lbr each speaker shall

be maintained by the Count)' Clerk or such other designated represcntative ofthe
Commissioners Coun.

b. Maximum disclrssion on an1 agenda item shall be determined bl the presiding ofiicer
using reasonable discretion in light ofthc'circumstances at such time.

ln matters ofexceptional interest. the Court ma1. b1, the majority vote ofthe
members ofthe Court in attendance at the meeting. either shorten or lengthen the

time allocated tbr all members of the pLrhlic and/or the amount of time allocated for
all agenda items and/or a specilic agenda item.

d. It is the intention of the CoLrrt to prol'ide opcn access to the citizens ofCaldlvell Count5'

to address the Corrrmissioners Court and express themselves on issues ofCountl
Government. Mlembers ofthe public are reminded that the CaldlvellCounty
Commissioners Coun is a Constitutional Court. s ith both judicial and legislative
porrers. created under.Jltrtlc l'. Section I and Section /rY of the Texas Constinrtion. As
a Constitutional Coun. the Cald*ell Countl, Comrrrissioners Court also possesses the

poner Lo issue a L'ontentpt ot (burt (itution under Sc,ction 8/-(/lJ of the Texas Local
Government Code. Accordingll'. members olthe public in attendance at any Regular.

Special. and/or Emergencl Meeting olthe Coun shall conduct themselves u'ith proper

respect and decorum in speaking to and/or addressing the Court: in panicipating in
puhlic discussions before the Coun: and in all acrions in the presence olthe Coun.
Proper attire fbr men. rvomen. and children is mandatory'. 

-fhose 
members of the public

uho are inappropriatell attired and/or rrlro do not conduct themselves in an orderll and

appropriate manner u'ill be ordered to leave the meeting.
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Refusal to abide b1'the Court's Order and/or contirrued disruption of tlre meeting ma)'

result in a('ontem;tt o.f ('ourt citation.

It is not the intentiorr olthc Caldsell Countl'Comrnissioners Court to provide a public

florum for the derneaning of anl individual or group. Neither is it the intention of the

Court to allou' a member (or members) of the public to insult the honestv and/or

integrity of the Court. as a body'. or an)' member or nrembers of tlre Court. individualll'
or collectively. Accordingll'. prothne. insulting. or threatening language directed

tou'ard the Court and/or anv person in the Court's presence and/or racial. ethnic. or
gender slurs or epithets u'ill not be tolerated. These Rules do not prohibit public

criticism of the Commissioncrs Court. including criticism of any act. omission. policy'.

procedure. program. or service. Violation of these rules ma1'result in the fbllorving
sanctions:

cancellation of a speaker's remaining tinre:

removal from the Commissioners Courtroom:

a Contempt Citation; and/or

such other civil and/or crirninal sanctions as ma)' be authorized under the

Constitution. Statutes. and Codes of the State of Texas.

All members of the Court and public are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that

demonstrates respect ton'ards others and the Court itself. Behavior that impedes or disrupts

the bLrsiness of the Commissioners Court rvhile Court is in session is prohibited and

unlan,ful pursuant to lc-rzr.s Penul Code $ J2.0i. It is the intention of Caldrvell County
Comrnissiorrers Court to attend to Countl'business effectivel)'and efficiently,'. without
undue interrLrption. Cell phone usage during Clornmissioners Clourt is strictly prohibited.

All cell phones. pagers. and other

rnobile communication devices should be in "silent" mode at alltimes lvhile Court
is in session.

The County Judge is the presiding oftlcer of,the Caldrvell Count,v Commissioners Court
and is a fulll'participating member thereof'. ln the event of the absence of the Countl'
Judge, the designated.ludge Pro-Tem of the Commissioners Court (appointed annualll' b1'

vote of the Court) if present at the Regular. Special. Emergencl, Meeting. or Executive

Session. shall preside. I-lou'ever. in the event that the Jud-se and Judge Pro-Tem are not

present. nothing shall prevent tlre presiding offlcer fiom delegating this dutl'to another

nrember of the Commissioners Court.

The presiding officer olthe Comrnissioners Court is responsible for conducting all

nrectings in accordance w'ith these Rules of Decorunr and Procedure. The presiding of ficer
shall conduct the meeting in the fbllorving manner:

2.

3.

4.

VI
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Wlten an indir,idual mernber olthe Comnrissioners Court rrishes to make a

n.lotion. the presiding olticer shall first recosrrize the indil'idual's riglrt to

speak. 
-l-he indil'idual mal then make thc' nrotion. A second is then required

prior to ant' discussion or debate on the matter betbre the Court.

b. Onl,r' alter the motion and second. the presidin,s of'Ucer repeats the motion and

opens tlre floor to discussion ol'the nrotion. T'he maker of the rnotion speaks

first. and the presiding officer allo*'s proponents and opponents to alternate

speaking if possible. A member rvho has not !'et spoken has precedence over

those rvho have alreadv voiced an opinion. The presiding officer has the

authority' to end discussion if it becomes too personal or too longrvinded b1,'

calling for a vote.

A nrember rnay onll' nrake one motion at a tirne (Purliunrcnlur't Proceclm'cs

are attached hereto as Exhibit C.) The presiding officer may decline to allorv

more than three motions (one main. nvo secondarl,) on the floor at one time:

fbr example. one substantive motion and trvo nrotions to amend. When

multiple motions are on the floor. the last nrotion made should be the trrst

voted on.

d. The presidin-s of]'icer at the officer's discretion but in keepin-u u'ith these rules.

makes procedural rulings. The bodl'nray overnrle the presiding officer's
procedural ruling rvith a motion. second. and rnajorit;- vote to do so.

e. Three members ol'the Court constitute a quorurn rrnless the Court is levl,ing
taxes. in rvhich case four menrbers constitute a quorum or unless tlre Court is
canvassing an election. in rvhich case onh trvo members of the Court constitute

a quorunl. lf a quorum is present. tlre Judge shalltake a vote by asking forthe
"ayes" ancl "navs". Silence shall indicate an ''ave" vote. Abstentions should be

stated on tlre record. Approval ola motion is attained by a majority vote of all

the votes cast rvhen a quorum is present. The presiding officer slrall announce

the result of the vote .

Vlll. Special Rules for the Press and IVIedia

a. No media personnel or equipment including liglrts, cameras. or rnicroplrones u,ill
be locateclon the Commissioners Court bench nor closer than flve feet (5') in f'ront
of the Cornmissioners Court bench.

b. Reporters and media technicians are required to stnrcture tlreir movements.

equipment set- up. and take-dou'n and adjustments. etc.. in such a manner as to

not disrupt the Commissioners Coun deliberations or the ahilih,of the public
to sec. hear. and participate in the proceedings.
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IX.

x.

XI

c. Interviervs slrall not be conducted inside the Comrnissioners Courtroom during
the tirne the Court is in session.

d. Media inten,iew's u'hiclr are conducted outside the Comnrissioners Courtroom

should be conducted in such a manner that the intervieu'does not disturb.

impede. or disrupt the proceedings ol'an1, Regular. Special" Emergencl'. and/or

Executive Session lvleetin_s of the Court.

The Sheriff of Caldrvell Countv- Texas. or his designated deputy'. shall serve as the

BailitTat all Regular. Special. and Ernergency Meetings of the Court. Florvever. in

the event of the absence of the Sherifl'. or in the event that there exists a conflict of
interest betrveen the Sheriff. an1, member of the Sheriffs Department. and the

Commissioners Coufi. or in the event olan Executive Session of the Court in
n'hich the Sheriff is not an authorized participant. then in such event. the Court
shall appoint such other commissioned peace otfrcers to sen/e as Bailiff as ma1'be

necessar)'.

From time to time. the Commissioners Court shall conduct torvn meetings arrd

public hearings. These Rules of Procedure. Conduct. and Decorum shall also apply

to such town meetings and public hearings: holvever. the Commissioners Court

rnal' adopt such additional and supplernental rules for such nreetings as may, be

necessar)'and appropriate to conduct such meetings in an orderll'. efTicient. and

proper manner.

These Rules of Procedure. Conduct. and Decorum at Meetings of the Caldu,cll
Courrty' Commissioners Court shall be et'fective imrnediatell' upon adoption by the

Court and shall rernain in f'ull fbrce and et-tect until amended or repealed by a

ma-iority vote olthe Commissioners Court.



ADOPTED BY THE UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE CALDWELL COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS COURT on this 23"rtlay of September,2025.

Hoppy Haden
Caldsell CoLrntl' Judge

,\alJtbr..bl
B. Westmoreland
Commissioner- Precinct I issioner. Precinct 2

*$*^ff
Ed Theriot
Commissioner. Precinct 3

Dyral
Commissioner. Prccinct 4

ATI'ES-I':

Tercsa RodrigLrez
Caldsell Countl Clerk
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EXHIBIT A
Caldwell County Commissioners Court

Public Participation Form

lnstructions: Fill out all appropriate blanks. Pleusa print or write legihl.r'.

First Name Last Name

Flome Address:

l-lome Telephone:

Place of Enrployment:

Do you Represent an)' particular sroup or organization'?

Which agenda item (or items) do 1'ou rvish to address:

In gencral. are )'ou fbr or against suclr agenda item (or items)'?

Signature:

NO]-E: This Puhlic Purticiputittn Form (along rrith the Outh of Tcstinrotrl', Exhihit B) must be

presented to the Countl' Clerk belbre the start olthe rneetin,rr.



EXHIBIT B

Caldwell County Commissioners Court
Oath of Testimony

Have the w'itness choosc an oath belou. Witness must raise their right or left hand.

l/'trnuble lo rtti.sc tluir right or lali hund, usk lhc rittrc.s:; to rcpeul afier nrc:

Oath - Option One:

I. 'int Firstund l.u.sl i\'ume\. do solenrnll.

sincerely,. and trull,declare that the testimon,r' I am about to give to this Court rvill be the truth, the

rvhole truth. and nothing but the truth.

Signature:

Oath - Option Trvo:

I. Print Fir.tt rtnd Lu.tt ,\tlrtc). do slr'ear

that testimony' I arn about to give to this Court rvill be the truth. the rvhole truth. and nothing but the

truth. so help me God.

S isnatu re



EXHIBIT C
PARLIAM ENTARY PROCECURES

Motions

An1' nrember of Cornrnissioners Court during the addressing or cliscussiott of an action Agenda

Iterrr ma1,"mole that sonre l.v-pe of action or inactiorr bc taken b.i'thr'Court" and another ntember

olthe Court u'ould need to "second" the motion befiore it could be debated and voted rrpon. Whilc-

a nrotion is on the floor ancl beine debated. anv menrber ol Commissioners Court mav make the

fbllorvin-q motions:

I. Primar.r'Motions

a. Motion to Amend - "lVlove tlrat the original motion be antended" (to add neu,

n,ording) and another nrenrber of thc'Court rvould need to "second" tlre amendntent

befbre it could be debated and voted upon. The vote *'ould be on the amendment first.

If the amerrdment passed. then a vote on the originalmotion rvith the amended

u,ording ri,ould be in order. llthe amenclrncrrt firiled. then a vote on the original rnotion

riith original rvording u'ould be in ordcr. No more than one amendment ma1' be orr the

floor at any one time.

b. Recommend Nerv Wording or Friendll' Amendment - Reconrmend a change in the

rrordinq ol'the original rnotion and if the member olthe Court rvho moved the original

motion and the member of tlre Court u'ho seconded the original motion agrees then the

original motiorr is chansed or corrected. Del'rate and votirtg rvould continue rvithout

any minutes. r'ecord. or rnention oIthe original rvording.

Motion to Postpone - lVlove to postpone an1' Agenda ltem to a latcr point in tirne in

the current meeting. This nrotion needs a "second".

d. This rnotion is not debatable: however. eaclr member of the Court may quickll' express

their thoughts u'ithin a ferv seconds.

e. Motion to Tablc - "Move to table to a date certain or if no clate is qiven then the table

rvill be indehnitelt'. Tlris rnotion needs a second and is debatable before a vote is

taken.

t. Call the Question - Call "question" rvhich nleans tlrat member ol'Court is readl'to
vote. This statemeltt does not recluire anv action. It is onll' a readiness to vote signal.

c



g. Molion to End Dcbatc - "jVlove thc questi(nt" is an actiotl ll'lotion to stop debate and

it does necd a "second" fiom another metrtber ol'the Court. This nrotion once seconded

is not debatable. A vote must be immediate and if it passes then debate rvill cease and

then the original motion or amendment must be voted upon. llthe "move the question"

motion lhils. then dcbate willcontinuc.

ll. SupplementnlMotions

a, Motion to Refer - "Move to ret'er the Agenda ltem to stat't'or legal counsel" tbr

llrther researclr. infbrmation. or revieu'rna1 be used otien in Commissiotrers Cottt't.

This nrotion or amendnrent requires a "secottd" and mav be dcbated befbre a vote is

taken. 'l his motion or amendment s'ottld be handled jLrst Iike a regtrlar action motion

or amendment as described aboYe. A successful motion to refer rvill be placed on a

luture Agenda once the research and/or revie\Y is cornpleted.

b. Motion to Reconsitler - Th is motion mat' be made at anl time during a nleeting to

reconsider an Agenda ltem alrcadl approved or disallot'ed eallier in the agenda.

Ivlotion to Atljourn - "MoYe to adjourn" is a nlotion that nray be made rvhen an

Agenda lterr is not being addressed. This motion requires a "second" and ma1' be

debated belorc a vote is taken.

Agenda Older: lhc presiding otllcer ma| take Agenda lterns out o[ ordcr to acconlmodflte

asenda speakers and requests tiom the Commissioners Court. No '\'ote or lurther authority is

needcd, ho\\'ever oncc an Agenda Itenr is addressed. it nrust be concluded.

@: Tlre presiding olticer rna)'recess the meeting tbr up to t\\,o (2) hours \\ ithout tr motion or

a r.ote. For ('onrntissioners Courl t0 recess tbr ntore than t11o (2; lrours a "nlove to recess until a

specitic tinre" is required along s'ith a "second." This nrotion nray be debated belbre a vote is

called. The masimum extension olanl recess shall be onll'until a specific tilne. the ver) nerit

dar,. This recess order or motion sould normalll be acceptable onll *'hen an agenda item is not

being addressed. Horrever. ifthe Court needs to leave tlre Courtroom to phlsicalll' I'ierv an

asenda item tbr better understanding. then it $ould be acceptable.
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