
SPECIAL MEETING 
COMMISSIONERS COURT 

AGENDA 

  August 16, 2023



 
 

 
 
 
 

Invocation 
  



Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 



 
 (Texas Pledge: Honor the Texas flag; 
I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one 
state under God, one and indivisible.) 

 

  



Announcements: 

Items or comments from Court 
Members or Staff. 



Citizens’ Comments:

 At this time any person may speak to 
Commissioners Court if they have filled out a 
Caldwell County Commissioners Court 
Participation Form.  Comments will be limited to 
four (4) minutes per person.  No action will be 
taken on these items and no discussion will be 
had between the speaker(s) and members of the 
Court.  The Court does retain the right to correct 
factual inaccuracies made by the speakers.  (If 
longer than 30 minutes, then the balance of 
comment will continue as the last agenda item of 
the day.) 



DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS: 

 

 

1. Discussion/Action to approve Order 09-

2023, approving a petition for the creation of 

Caldwell County Emergency Services District 

No. 5, and ordering an election to submit said 

issue to the voters of Caldwell County. 

Speaker: Judge Haden; Backup: 14; Cost: 

None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 































2. Discussion/Action to approve Order 09-

2023-B, a supplemental order of election to 

confirm the creation of the Caldwell County 

Emergency Services District No. 5 and to 

authorize the imposition of a tax not to exceed 

$0.10 per $100.00 valuation of ad valorem 

property situated in the District. Speaker: 

Judge Haden; Backup: 2; Cost: None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





ORDER OF SPECIAL ELECTION 

(ORDEN DE ELECCION ESPECIAL) 
 

 An election is hereby ordered to be held on November 7, 2023 for the purposes of:  To confirm the creation of the 

Caldwell County Emergency Services District No. 5 and to authorize the imposition of a tax not to exceed $0.10 per $100.00 

valuation of ad valorem property situated in the District. (Por la presente se ordena una elección que se lleve a cabo una 

elección el día  7 de noviembre de 2023 para los propósitos de: Confirmar la creación de el Condado de Caldwell Servicios 

de Emergencia Distrito No. 5 y la autorización por el Distrito para poner impuestos sobre la propiedad como permitido por 

Articulo III, Sección 48-e de la Constitución del Estado de Texas, que provee la recaudación de un impuesto que no excederá 

diez (10) centavos por cada cien (100) dólares de valuación gravable de propiedad situada en el Distrito.) 

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each day at: 

(La votación adelantada en persona se llevará a cabo todos los dias en: 

CALDWELL COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE 
1403 Blackjack St. Ste A 
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

Scott Annex Building – Conference Room 
(Main Early Voting Location) 

104 Blackjack St.  
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

Luling Civic Center 
333 E. Austin St.  

Luling Texas, 78648  

 

Monday, October 23rd through Friday, October 27th, 2023………………………….8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   

Lunes, 23 de Octubre hasta el Viernes, 27 de Octubre de 2023…….…………………8:00 de la mañana a las 5:00 de la tarde 

Saturday, October 28th,2023.………………………………………………………………………7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Sabado, 28 de Octubre de 2023…………………………………………………………………….7:00 de la mañana a las 7:00 de la tarde 

Sunday, October 29th, 2023………………………………………………………………………..12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Domingo, 29 de Octubre de 2023…………………………………………………………………..12:00 de la tarde a las 6:00 de la tarde 

Monday, October 30th through Friday, November 3rd, 2023………………………..7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   

Lunes, 30 de Octubre hasta el Viernes, 3 de Noviembre de 2023.………………….7:00 de la mañana a las 7:00 de la tarde 
 

Applications for ballot by mail should be mailed to: 

(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberán enviarse a:) 
 

Devante Coe, Early Voting Clerk 

Caldwell County Elections Office 

1403 Blackjack St. Ste A 

Lockhart, Texas 78644 

CALDWELLEC@CO.Caldwell.TX.US 
 

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on October 27, 2023. 

(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo deberán recibirse para el fin de las horas de negocio el 

27 de Octubre 2023.) 

 

Issued this the 16th day of August, 2023. 

(Emitada este dia 16 de Agosto 2023.)  

 

 

______________________________ 
Hoppy Haden 
County Judge 

______________________________     ______________________________ 
BJ Westmoreland       Rusty Horne 
Commissioner, Pct. 1       Commissioner, Pct. 2 

 
 

______________________________     ______________________________ 
Edward “ED” Theriot       Dyral Thomas 
Commissioner, Pct. 3       Commissioner, Pct. 4 
 
ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 
Teresa Rodriguez 
County Clerk  

mailto:CALDWELLEC@CO.Caldwell.TX.US


3. Discussion/Action to approve Order 10-

2023, ordering an election to be held on 

November 7, 2023, for the purpose of 

adopting or rejecting the proposed 

Constitutional Amendments as submitted by 

the 88th Legislature, Regular Session, of the 

State of Texas. Speaker: Judge Haden; 

Backup: 4; Cost: None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





ORDER OF SPECIAL ELECTION 

(ORDEN DE ELECCION ESPECIAL) 
 

 An election is hereby ordered to be held on November 7, 2023, in Caldwell County, Texas for the purpose of 

adopting or rejecting the proposed Constitutional Amendments as submitted by the 88th Legislature, Regular Session, of 

the State of Texas, see Exhibit A.  (Por la presente se ordena que se llevara a cabo una elección el día 7 de Noviembre 2023, 

en el Condado de Caldwell, Texas en la eleccion especial para  adoptar o rechazar  las enmiendas propuestas 

constitutionales asi como fueron sometidas por la 88 Legislatura Sesion Regular, de el Estado de Texas, ver Anexo A.) 

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each day at: 

(La votación adelantada en persona se llevará a cabo todos los dias en: 

 

CALDWELL COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE 
1403 Blackjack St. Ste A 
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

Scott Annex Building – Conference Room 
(Main Early Voting Location) 

104 Blackjack St.  
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

Luling Civic Center 
333 E. Austin St.  

Luling Texas, 78648  

 

Monday, October 23rd through Friday, October 27th, 2023………………………….8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   

Lunes, 23 de Octubre hasta el Viernes, 27 de Octubre de 2023…….…………………8:00 de la mañana a las 5:00 de la tarde 

Saturday, October 28th,2023.………………………………………………………………………7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Sabado, 28 de Octubre de 2023…………………………………………………………………….7:00 de la mañana a las 7:00 de la tarde 

Sunday, October 29th, 2023………………………………………………………………………..12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Domingo, 29 de Octubre de 2023…………………………………………………………………..12:00 de la tarde a las 6:00 de la tarde 

Monday, October 30th through Friday, November 3rd, 2023………………………..7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   

Lunes, 30 de Octubre hasta el Viernes, 3 de Noviembre de 2023.………………….7:00 de la mañana a las 7:00 de la tarde 
 

Applications for ballot by mail should be mailed to: 

(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberán enviarse a:) 
 

Devante Coe, Early Voting Clerk 

Caldwell County Elections Office 

1403 Blackjack St. Ste A 

Lockhart, Texas 78644 

CALDWELLEC@CO.Caldwell.TX.US 
 

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on October 27, 2023. 

(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo deberán recibirse para el fin de las horas de negocio 

el 27 de Octubre 2023.) 
 

Issued this the __th day of ____, 2023. 

(Emitada este dia __de ___, 2023.)  

 

 

______________________________ 
Hoppy Haden 
County Judge 

______________________________     ______________________________ 
BJ Westmoreland       Rusty Horne 
Commissioner, Pct. 1       Commissioner, Pct. 2 

 
 

______________________________     ______________________________ 
Edward “ED” Theriot       Dyral Thomas 
Commissioner, Pct. 3       Commissioner, Pct. 4 
 
ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 
Teresa Rodriguez 
County Clerk  

mailto:CALDWELLEC@CO.Caldwell.TX.US


EXHIBIT A | Anexo A 

 

Proposition 1 – HJR 126  
Número de propuesta 1 - HJR 126 
"The constitutional amendment protecting the right to engage in farming, ranching, timber production, horticulture, and 
wildlife management." 
“La enmienda constitucional que protege el derecho a dedicarse a la agricultura, la ganadería, la producción de madera, 
la horticultura y la gestión de la vida silvestre”. 

Proposition 2 – SJR 64  
Número de propuesta 2 - SJR 64 
"The constitutional amendment authorizing a local option exemption from ad valorem taxation by a county or 
municipality of all or part of the appraised value of real property used to operate a child-care facility." 
“La enmienda constitucional que autoriza una exención opcional a nivel local de impuestos ad valorem 
por un condado o municipio sobre la totalidad o parte del valor tasado de los bienes inmuebles utilizados 
para operar una instalación de cuidado infantil”. 

Proposition 3 – HJR 132  
Número de propuesta 3 - HJR 132 
"The constitutional amendment prohibiting the imposition of an individual wealth or net worth tax, including a tax on 
the difference between the assets and liabilities of an individual or family." 
“La enmienda constitucional que prohíbe la aplicación de un impuesto sobre la riqueza o el patrimonio 
neto individual, lo que incluye un impuesto basado en la diferencia entre los activos y pasivos de una 
persona o familia”. 

Proposition 4 – HJR 2 from the second special session  
Número de propuesta 4 - HJR 2 (Segunda Sesión Especial) 
"The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to establish a temporary limit on the maximum appraised 
value of real property other than a residence homestead for ad valorem tax purposes; to increase the amount of the 
exemption from ad valorem taxation by a school district applicable to residence homesteads from $40,000 to $100,000; 
to adjust the amount of the limitation on school district ad valorem taxes imposed on the residence homesteads of the 
elderly or disabled to reflect increases in certain exemption amounts; to except certain appropriations to pay for ad 
valorem tax relief from the constitutional limitation on the rate of growth of appropriations; and to authorize the 
legislature to provide for a four-year term of office for a member of the board of directors of certain appraisal districts." 
"La enmienda constitucional para autorizar a la legislatura a establecer un límite temporal sobre el valor máximo de 
tasación de los bienes inmuebles que no sean residencias familiares a efectos de impuestos ad valorem; a aumentar el 
monto de la exención de impuestos ad valorem por un distrito escolar aplicable a las residencias familiares de $40,000 a 
$100,000; a ajustar el monto de la limitación de los impuestos ad valorem del distrito escolar aplicados a las residencias 
familiares de personas mayores o discapacitadas para reflejar los aumentos en ciertos montos de exención; a exceptuar 
ciertas asignaciones de pagar para el alivio del impuesto ad valorem de la limitación constitucional sobre la tasa de 
crecimiento de las asignaciones; y a autorizar a la legislatura a prever un mandato de cuatro años de cargo para un 
miembro de la junta directiva de ciertos distritos de tasación". 

Proposition 5 – HJR 3  
Número de propuesta 5 - HJR 3 
"The constitutional amendment relating to the Texas University Fund, which provides funding to certain institutions of 
higher education to achieve national prominence as major research universities and drive the state economy." 
“La enmienda constitucional relacionada con el Fondo Universitario de Texas (Texas University Fund), que establece 
financiamiento para ciertas instituciones de educación superior con el fin de lograr renombre nacional como importantes 
universidades de investigación e impulsar la economía estatal”. 

Proposition 6 – SJR 75  
Número de propuesta 6 - SJR 75 
"The constitutional amendment creating the Texas water fund to assist in financing water projects in this state." 
“La enmienda constitucional que crea el fondo de agua de Texas con el fin de facilitar el financiamiento de proyectos 
hídricos en este estado”. 

Proposition 7 – SJR 93  
Número de propuesta 7 - SJR 93 
"The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the Texas energy fund to support the construction, 
maintenance, modernization, and operation of electric generating facilities." 
“La enmienda constitucional que establece la creación del fondo de energía de Texas con el fin de apoyar la construcción, 
mantenimiento, modernización y operación de instalaciones generadoras de energía eléctrica”. 

Proposition 8 – HJR 125  
Número de propuesta 8 - HJR 125 
"The constitutional amendment creating the broadband infrastructure fund to expand high-speed broadband access and 
assist in the financing of connectivity projects." 



“La enmienda constitucional que crea el fondo para infraestructura de banda ancha con el fin de expandir el acceso a la 
banda ancha de alta velocidad y facilitar el financiamiento de proyectos de conectividad”. 

Proposition 9 – HJR 2  
Número de propuesta 9 - HJR 2 
"The constitutional amendment authorizing the 88th Legislature to provide a cost-of-living adjustment to certain 
annuitants of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas." 
“La enmienda constitucional que autoriza a la 88a Legislatura a proporcionar un ajuste por costo de vida a ciertos 
beneficiarios del Sistema de Jubilación de Maestros de Texas”. 

Proposition 10 – SJR 87  
Número de propuesta 10 - SJR 87 
"The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation equipment or inventory 
held by a manufacturer of medical or biomedical products to protect the Texas healthcare network and strengthen our 
medical supply chain." 
“La enmienda constitucional que autoriza a la legislatura a eximir de impuestos ad valorem los equipos o inventarios 
pertenecientes a un fabricante de productos médicos o biomédicos, con el fin de proteger a la red de atención médica de 
Texas y fortalecer nuestra cadena de suministro médico”. 

Proposition 11 – SJR 32 
 Número de propuesta 11 - SJR 32 
"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit conservation and reclamation districts in El Paso 
County to issue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes to fund the development and maintenance of parks and 
recreational facilities." 
“La enmienda constitucional que autoriza a la legislatura a permitir que los distritos de conservación y reclamación en el 
Condado de El Paso emitan bonos respaldados por impuestos ad valorem para financiar el desarrollo y mantenimiento de 
parques e instalaciones recreativas”. 

Proposition 12 – HJR 134  
Número de propuesta 12 - HJR 134 
"The constitutional amendment providing for the abolition of the office of county treasurer in Galveston County." 
“La enmienda constitucional que establece la abolición del cargo de tesorero del condado en el Condado de Galveston”. 

Proposition 13 – HJR 107  
Número de propuesta 13 - HJR 107 
"The constitutional amendment to increase the mandatory age of retirement for state justices and judges." 
“La enmienda constitucional para aumentar la edad obligatoria de jubilación para los magistrados y jueces estatales”. 

Proposition 14 – SJR 74  
Número de propuesta 14 - SJR 74 
"The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the centennial parks conservation fund to be used for the 
creation and improvement of state parks." 
“La enmienda constitucional que establece la creación del fondo de conservación de los parques centenarios que se 
utilizará para la creación y mejora de los parques estatales”. 

 

 



4. Adjournment  
As authorized by Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, the Commissioners Court of 

Caldwell County, Texas reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time during 

the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed above. The Court may adjourn for 

matters that may relate to Texas Government Code Section 551.071(1) (Consultation with 

Attorney about pending or contemplated litigation or settlement offers); Texas Government 

Code Section 551.071(2) (Consultation with Attorney when the attorney’s obligations under the 

Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas conflicts with 

Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code); Texas Government Code Section 551.072 

(Deliberations about Real Property); Texas Government Code Section 551.073 (Deliberations 

about Gifts and Donations); Texas Government Code Section 551.074 (Personnel Matters); 

Texas Government Code Section 551.0745 (Deliberations about a County Advisory Body); 

Texas Government Code Section 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices); and Texas 

Government Code Section 551.087 (Economic Development Negotiations). In the event that the 

Court adjourns into Executive Session, the Court will announce under what section of the Texas 

Government Code the Commissioners Court is using as its authority to enter into an Executive 

Session. The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are 

available. Request for accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to 

this meeting. Please contact the County Judge’s office at 512-398-1808 for further information. 
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