
 
 
 
 
 

COMMISSIONER’S COURT 
AGENDA 

 
 

December 8, 2020   



 
 

 
 
 
 

Invocation 
  



 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 
 

  



 
 (Texas Pledge: Honor the Texas flag; 
I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one 
state under God, one and indivisible). 

 

  



 
 
 
 

Announcements: 
 

Items or comments from Court 
Members or Staff. 

 
  



 
Citizens’ Comments: 

At this time any person may speak to 
Commissioners Court if they have filled out a 
Caldwell County Commissioners Court 
Participation Form.  Comments will be limited to 
four (4) minutes per person.  No action will be 
taken on these items and no discussion will be 
had between the speaker(s) and members of 
the Court.  The Court does retain the right to 
correct factual inaccuracies made by the 
speakers.  (If longer than 30 minutes, then the 
balance of comment will continue as the last 
agenda item of the day). 

 
 
 
 
 



  

CONSENT AGENDA.  (The following consent 
items may be acted upon in one motion). 

1. Approve payment of County invoices and

 County Purchase Orders for in the

 amount of $290,864.00; Backup: 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















































2. Ratify re-occurring County Payments 

a. $334,310.09 (Payroll 11/08/2020 – 

11/21/2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













































b. $100,200.09 (Payroll Tax 11/08/2020 – 

11/21/2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







3. Approve the Bond #15530860 for

 Jennifer Watts JP 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







4. Approve the November 2020 Indigent

 Burial Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







5. Approve County Extension Agent Wayne 

Morse November report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Discussion/Action Items: 
6. Discussion/Action regarding the burn

 ban. Speaker: Judge Haden/ Hector

 Rangel; Backup: 3;  Cost: None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

CALDWELL COUNTY, TEXAS 
DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER 
PROHIBITION OF OUTDOOR BURNING 

 
 

WHEREAS, Section §418. l 08 of the Local Government Code provides that the County Judge 
can declare a slate of Local Disaster within the county) and order, may prohibit outdoor burning 
in the unincorporated area of the county when he finds that circumstances present in all or part 
of the unincorporated area of the county create a public safety hazard that would be exacerbated 
by outdoor burning and, 

 
WHEREAS. the County Judge does find that circumstances present in all of the unincorporated 
area of the county create a public safety hazard that could be exacerbated by outdoor burning; 

 
BE IT THEREFORE ORDERED, that the following emergency regulations are hereby 
established for all unincorporated areas of Caldwell County, Texas that are not subject to public 
ownership or stewardship for the duration of the above mentioned declaration: 

 
I. Action Prohibited: 

(a) A person violates this order if he/she burns an) combustible materials 
outside of an enclosure, which serves to contain all flame and/or sparks, 
or orders such burning by others. 

(b) A person violates this order if he /she engages in any activity outdoors 
which could allow flames or sparks that could result in a fire, unless done 
in an enclosure designed to protect the spread of fire, or orders such 
activities by  others. 

 
2.. Enforcement: 

(a) Upon notification of suspected outdoor burning the tire department assigned 
shall respond to the scene and take immediate measures to contain or 
extinguish the fire. 

(b) If requested by a fire official, a duly commissioned peace officer, when 
available, shall be notified and sent to the scene to investigate the nature of 
the fire. 

(c) If, in the opinion of the officer investigating and  the fire official, the goal  of 
this order can be obtained by informing the responsible party about the 
prohibitions established by this order the officer may  at  his  discretion 
notify the party about the provisions of this order and request compliance 
with it, or issue a citation for: Violation of Bum Ban Order. 
Therefore it is in accordance with Local Government Code 352.08 I, a 
violation of this order is a class C Misdemeanor, punishable by a  fine not to 
exceed $500.00. 



3. This Order does not prohibit prescribed fire(s) conducted in compliance  with 
guidelines set forth  by  federal  or state  natural  resource agencies and conducted  by 
a prescribed burn manager certified  under  Section  153.048  Natural  Resources 
Code, and meets the standards  of  Section  153.047,  Natural  Resources  Code, 
burned under a burn plan approved by such agencies, or outdoor burning activities 
related to public health and safety that arc authorized by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality for: 

 
(a) Firefighter training 
(b) Public utility, natural gas pipeline or mining operations 
(c) Planting or harvesting of agricultural crops 

 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an exemption be hereby  granted  for a  bona  fide commercial 
land clearing business, allowing said business to burn as long as all other provisions  of the Order  
and applicable laws and ordinances are adhered to as set forth herein, and contact is made and the 
burning approved by the Caldwell  County  Emergency  Management  Coordinator  at  1403 
Blackjack St. Lockhart, TX at phone Number  512-398-1822,  and  receiving  permission,  prior to 
any outdoor burning. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an exemption be hereby granted to those businesses where 
welding is an essential function of the business, allowing welding operations to proceed as long 
as the area of welding operations has been cleared of vegetation for a distance of no less than ten 
( I 0) feet in all directions, that there be a second capable person acting as a fire spotter with a 
sufficient water source available to extinguish fires which may be ignited from stray sparks, and 
only when all other provisions of the Order and applicable laws and ordinances are adhered to as 
set forth herein. 

 
BE IT ALSO ORDERED, that the purpose of this order is the mitigation of the hazard posed by 
wildfire during the term of the dry, weather by curtailing outdoor burning; which purpose is to be 
taken into account in any enforcement action based upon this order. 

 
This order will remain in effect for a period of 14 days, and shall expire at the end of said period. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I AFFIX MY SIGNATURE this, the 8th day of December, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Hoppy Haden, County Judge 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Teresa Rodriguez 
County Clerk 



7. Discussion/Action regarding the

 restriction of certain fireworks. Speaker:

 Judge Haden/ Hector Rangel; Backup:2;

 Cost: None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







8. Discussion/Action to approve Resolution 
07-2021, amending the Caldwell County 
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance. 
Speaker: Judge Haden/ JJ Wells; 
Backup: 3; Cost: None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









9. Discussion/Action to approve Resolution 
08-2021, Designating Physical and Email 
Addresses for Receiving Written Requests 
for Public Information. Speaker: Judge 
Haden/ JJ Wells; Backup: 3; Cost: 3 
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RESOLUTION 08-2021 

RESOLUTION OF CALDWELL COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 
DESIGNATING PHYSICAL AND EMAIL ADDRESSES FOR RECEIVING 

WRITTEN REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

WHEREAS, Caldwell County is committed to its responsibility to provide open access to public 
information under Chapter 552 of the Texas Local Government Code; and  

WHEREAS, section 552.234 of the Local Government Code authorizes a governmental body to 
designate one mailing address and one electronic mail address for receiving written requests for public 
information; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CALDWELL COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS COURT THAT the designated addresses for receiving written request for public 
information shall be as follows: 

1. Physical Mail:  Caldwell County District Attorney 
Attn: Public Information Officer 
1703 S. Colorado Street, Box #5 
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

2. Electronic Mail:  PIARequest@co.caldwell.tx.us 
3. Facsimile:   (512) 398-1814 

ORDERED this the 8th day of December, 2020. 
  

____________________________________             ____________________________________ 
Hoppy Haden                                                              B.J. Westmoreland 
Caldwell County Judge                                               Commissioner, Precinct 1 
 
             
____________________________________              ____________________________________ 
Barbara Shelton                                                            Ed Theriot 
Commissioner, Precinct 2                                            Commissioner, Precinct 3 
  
 
____________________________________                  
Joe Ivan Roland 
Commissioner, Precinct 4                                              
   
ATTEST:  
  
____________________________________ 
Teresa Rodriguez 
Caldwell County Clerk 

mailto:PIARequest@co.caldwell.tx.us




10. Discussion/ Action to approve Budget

 Amendment #14 to allocate CDBG Draw

 Infrastructure Funds to appropriate expense

 line items. Speaker: Judge Haden/

 Barbara Gonzales/ Dennis Engelke;

 Backup: 4; Cost: Net Zero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











11. Discussion/Action to approve Budget

 Amendment #15 for five additional

 Equipment Operators/ Road Workers from

 Contract Mowing, approved in

 Commissioner’s Court Tuesday November

 24, 2020. Speaker; Judge Haden/ Barbara

 Gonzales; Backup: 3; Cost: Net Zero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









12. Discussion/Action to approve Budget

 Amendment #16 to roll 014 HAVA Fund

 from FY 19-20 into FY 20-21. Speaker:

 Judge Haden/ Barbara Gonzales;

 Backup: 4; Cost: $37,789.62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











13. Discussion/Action to approve Budget

 Amendment #17 to pay the outstanding

 invoices to ESS (Election System &

 Software, LLC) for the ballot supplies

 from the contingency account. Speaker:

 Judge Haden/ Barbara Gonzales;

 Backup: 15; Cost: Net Zero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

































14. Discussion/Action to approve the payment 

of past due ESS invoices once Budget 

Amendment #17 is approved. Speaker: 

Judge Haden/ Barbara Gonzales; 

Backup: 13; Cost: $35,054.44 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





























15. Discussion/Action to approve requisition 

REQ00642 for Caldwell County Appraisal 

District to be generated into a Blanket 

Purchase Order in the amount of 

$110,887.32. Speaker: Judge Haden/ 

Danie Blake; Backup: 3; Cost: 

$110,887.32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









16. Discussion/Action to approve requisition

REQ00643 for Caldwell County 

Appraisal District to be generated into a 

Blanket Purchase Order in the amount of

$425,332.04. Speaker: Judge

Haden/Danie Blake; Backup: 3;

Cost:$425,332.04









17. Discussion/Action to appoint Dan Gibson 
as Primary voting member and John 
Westbrook, from the City of Luling as the 
Alternate voting member to the 2020 
CAMPO Caldwell County Smaller Cities 
Technical Advisory Committee. Speaker: 
Judge Haden; Backup: 2; Cost: None 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









18. Discussion/Action to approve the

 reappointments of Bill Hamilton and Ross

 Purcell to the Emergency Services District

 (ESD) #3 as Commissioners to the Board of

 Directors. Speaker: Judge Haden;

 Backup: 2; Cost: None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







19. Discussion/Action to approve the

reappointments of Peter Reinecke and Lucy 
knight to a four-year term to the Plum Creek 

Conservation District Board of 
Directors. Speaker: Judge Haden; 
Backup: 3; Cost: None









20. Discussion/Action to discuss rescheduling

 the December 22, 2020 Commissioners

 Court Meeting. Speaker: Commissioner

 Shelton; Backup: 1; Cost: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





21. Discussion/Action to discuss the approval

 of an Order authorizing the filing of a Final

 Plat (Short Form Procedure) for Ridges

 Acres on FM 20. Speaker: Commissioner

 Shelton/ Kasi Miles; Backup: 7; Cost:

 None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





7401B Highway 71 West, Suite 160 
Austin, TX 78735 

Office: 512.583.2600 
Fax: 512.583.2601 

Doucetengineers.com 

COMMITMENT YOU EXPECT. 
EXPERIENCE YOU NEED. 

PEOPLE YOU TRUST. 
C:\pw_working\tracy.bratton\dms55338\1911-152-01_Ridge Acres.docx 

November 25, 2020 

Kasi Miles 
Caldwell County 
1700 FM 2720 
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

Re: Ridge Acres Plat 
Project No. 1911-152-01 

Dear Ms. Miles, 

Doucet & Associates has completed our review of the short form plat application for Ridge Acres, a 3-lot subdivision 
of 14.6-acres on FM 20.  TXDOT has approved the driveway location – and the driveway is already constructed for 
Lot1 & 2.  A shared access driveway on Lot 2 is dedicated as part of this plat.  

The final plat appears to be in general conformance with the rules and regulations of Caldwell County. Therefore, we 
recommend placing the plat on the Commissioners Court agenda for consideration. 

It is our pleasure to be of assistance to the County on this project. 

Tracy A. Bratton, P.E. 
Division Manager, Land Development 

TBPE Firm # 3937  
State of Texas Surveying Firm Certification # 10105800 

































22. Discussion/Action to discuss the approval

 of an Order authorizing the filing of a Final

 Plat ( Short Form Procedure) for Ramirez

 Place on FM 20 and Pettytown Road CR

 158). Speaker: Commissioner Shelton/

 Kasi Miles; Backup: 23; Cost: None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
7401B Highway 71 West, Suite 160 

 Austin, TX 78735 
Office: 512.583.2600 

Fax: 512.583.2601 
 

Doucetengineers.com 
 
 

 
COMMITMENT YOU EXPECT. 

EXPERIENCE YOU NEED. 
PEOPLE YOU TRUST. 

C:\pw_working\tracy.bratton\dms55450\1911-153-01_Ramierz Place.docx 

 
November 25, 2020 

 
Kasi Miles 
Caldwell County 
1700 FM 2720 
Lockhart, Texas 78644 

 
Re: Ramirez Place Plat 
 Project No. 1911-153-01 
 
Dear Ms. Miles,  
 
Doucet & Associates has completed our review of the short form plat application for Ramirez Place, a 3-lot subdivision 
of 3.5-acres on Pettytown Road at FM 20.  Lot 1 has an existing driveway on FM 20 and the other lots will take access 
from Pettytown Road.  
 
The final plat appears to be in general conformance with the rules and regulations of Caldwell County. Therefore, we 
recommend placing the plat on the Commissioners Court agenda for consideration. 
 
It is our pleasure to be of assistance to the County on this project. 
 
 
 
 
Tracy A. Bratton, P.E. 
Division Manager, Land Development 
 
TBPE Firm # 3937  
State of Texas Surveying Firm Certification # 10105800  
 
 
 
 
 













































23. Adjournment.  
As authorized by Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, the Commissioners Court of 

Caldwell County, Texas reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time during the 

course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed above. The Court may adjourn for 

matters that may relate to Texas Government Code Section 551.071(1) (Consultation with 

Attorney about pending or contemplated litigation or settlement offers); Texas Government Code 

Section 551.071(2) (Consultation with Attorney when the attorney’s obligations under the Texas 

Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas conflicts with Chapter 551 of 

the Texas Government Code); Texas Government Code Section 551.072 (Deliberations about 

Real Property); Texas Government Code Section 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 

Donations); Texas Government Code Section 551.074 (Personnel Matters); Texas Government 

Code Section 551.0745 (Deliberations about a County Advisory Body); Texas Government Code 

Section 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices); and Texas Government Code Section 

551.087 (Economic Development Negotiations).In the event that the Court adjourns into Executive 

Session, the Court will announce under what section of the Texas Government Code the 

Commissioners Court is using as its authority to enter into an Executive Session. The meeting 

facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available.  Request for 

accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting.  Please 

contact the County Judge’s office at 512-398-1808 for further information.  
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